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That was a very simple, unimportant drink back home. Prob- 
ably cost you 10 cents at a drug counter. But it seemed to 
make life more like living, that canteen cup full of ice-cold 
lemonade. 

Of course it was very hot that day. 
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« 57 » 



Smiling Through Cakes of Mud 



The truck troop carriers were coming down the hairpin 
turns of the Villa Verde Trail where the Red Arrow Division 
has been fighting for 125 days in a smashing campaign that 
wiped out almost 9,000 Japs. 

The infantrymen were standing up, laughing and shouting. 
The GI is a mercurial fellow. He can adapt himself to any 
hazards. He takes the hell of the front lines as so much routine. 

The herringbone-twill combat uniforms of our boys were 
caked with mud. So were their helmets. So were their combat 
boots. So were their faces. Only their rifles, their own insur- 
ance policies against death in combat, were clean and shining. 

They were singing songs, and they were very gay. They 
sang raucous GI songs and the love songs of Tin Pan Alley. 

They waved captured Jap sabers and captured Jap rifles. 
Some of them perched Jap helmets on their heads. They tied 
Jap battle flags to the trucks. 

You can tell a winning division on the march! 

These boys had the smile of victory on their faces. They 
were tired, yes. They had fought all day; stayed awake most 
of the night in foxholes, alerted for Jap infiltration parties. 
They stood in foxholes with water up to their knees. 

They had experienced everything in mountain war — a war 
by squads, fought at 15 feet, at hand to hand, and they had 
not only defeated but annihilated the Japs. They cut up the 
Jap companies in a good drubbing. 

Our boys knew what they had done. Some of them were vet- 
erans of many campaigns. Some of them were new. The Villa 
Verde was their first campaign. They had been worried and 
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fretful as they first went into action. Now they were veterans, 
too. 

It was good to see them laugh again. It was good to hear 
them sing. It was nice to know that Maj.-Gen. W. H. Gill, 
their commander, had arranged a delightful rest camp for 
those men not at the front, with the beach of the Pacific a base 
ball's toss from camp. Sunlight. Rest. Swimming. Fun. That's 
what Gill said his men needed. 

I had been with Gill at the front. I had had long chats with 
him at night in his mountain camp. I knew his concern for 
these soldiers. He knew they had been in the line for weeks. 
He knew it took something out of their stamina. 

Yet the days of the campaign were full of excitement. Med- 
als were awarded, many of them for the Villa Verde fight, still 
others for the Leyte campaign that preceded it. 

One Detroit soldier was happy as he came down the Villa 
Verde. The Silver Star is hard to win because it is only won 
by gallantry in action. Sergt. Robert F. Jeffrey, of 1319 Som- 
erset avenue, Grosse Pointe Park, won it in Leyte; got it on 
the Villa Verde. 

This Detroiter destroyed two Jap tanks that had pierced the 
Yank perimeter, disregarding his personal safety. Pfc. Jeffrey 
saw the Jap tanks rumbling along a road leading to a vital 
Yank supply dump. He grabbed a bazooka, crept up toward 
the tanks. The Japs spotted him. They fear and hate bazooka 
men. They opened fire with their tank cannons and tank 
machine guns. 

Jeffrey escaped the fire. He fired his bazooka. His first shot 
was a direct hit on the lead Jap tank, killing the crew and 
destroying the tank. 

Jeffrey was cool. The Jap machine guns were trying to find 
him. But he blasted away, got the second tank. 

Two other Michigan boys were awarded the Silver Star, 
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Second Lieut. Elmer S. Geik, of 352 Ohio street, Benton Har- 
bor, and Pfc. Albert Dutch, of Holland. 

Lieut. Geik led a squad of litter bearers through Jap artil- 
lery and machine fire to the front lines near Mt. Imugan on 
the flank of the Villa Verde. He evacuated the last of a group 
of wounded along the sky line of a bald ridge, while Nip ma- 
chine gunners put a concentration of fire on his party. 

Finding a small gully, Geik took his litter bearers and the 
wounded into it, safe from enemy bullets. There they adminis- 
tered blood plasma to the wounded. 

Dutch, armed with a Browning automatic rifle, spearhead- 
ed an attack on an enemy hill position off the Villa Verde. 
Japs hidden in the kunai grass threw two hand grenades at 
him but he escaped injury. 

A Jap then lobbed four blocks of TNT tied to a hand gren- 
ade at Dutch. The lad from Holland was blown 12 feet in tho 
air. He was stunned for a moment, but escaped with a slight 
concussion. 

Dutch picked himself up, shook himself, and pushed for- 
ward. With his Browning, he helped capture three Jap light 
and heavy machine guns. 

The next morning he was out with an assault platoon. He 
knocked out two Jap machine guns in pill boxes. Dutch has 
24 Japs to his score. 

A Bronze Star Medal for meritorious performance in action 
was awarded to Pfc. John H. Snyder, Jr., 14252 Sorrento 
street, Detroit, for controlling traffic over the 25 miles of the 
Villa Verde Trail. 
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« 58 » 



To Marcos, the Igorot 



The rainy season is really here now. 

The rain was coining down in a torrential flow. It was a cold 
rain. Like almost everything in the climate of the Philippines, 
it made everyone uncomfortable. 

Officers of the cavalry recon troop put down the canvas sides 
of their squad tent, lit a Coleman camping lamp, and gaily 
opened a can of shrimp. We dipped it in some tomato soup. 

"Pretty good," said Lieut. Louis J. Wortham, of Center, 
Tex., the recon commander. 

Earlier in the afternoon I had been chinning with some 
Detroit soldiers. 

Pfc. Delbert F. Graves, 5447 Fourth, Detroit, had shot and 
killed a Jap officer on Christmas morning, and sent the cap- 
tured saber back home to his wife. 

He was a rifleman with I Company, 127th Infantry, during 
the Villa Verde push. Graves recalled they were "pushing up 



Corp. Bruce D. Allow, 81 Mapleton road, Grosse Pointe 
Farms, was listening. He was a cannoneer with the 121st Field 
Artillery's batteries of 155's for a long time. 

"I had all my excitement at Biak," he said. "We were right 
up at the front, in holes. A mortar hit on the edge of my hole 
— but missed. A knee mortar hit between a guy's legs in the 
next foxhole and didn't go off. That's the way things go." 

At division headquarters, I stopped to talk to Sergt. Clar- 
ence A. Brosteau, 259 Reginald south, Dearborn. 

"That first night at Saidor," he said, "I was lying in my 
bunk when a Jap plane came over. I said to myself, 'Here it 



a hill." 
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is!' I hugged the ground. I heard one bomb go off nearby. I 
guess that was my initiation. " 

Wortham had just given me a silver ring with the insignia 
of the Red Arows. 

"Hey, Nel," he said, "tell him about our boy Marcos." 

Lieut Ivan C. Nelson, of Merrill, Wis., got a shrimp out of 
the can with deft fingers. 

"Marcos is the best damned fightin* man, pound for pound, 
in the world," Nelson said. 

"Get him, Nel," said Wortham. 

Nelson buried himself in a poncho and started out in the 
rain. 

"Marcos is one of our Igorot scouts, our chief scout," said 
Wortham. "He is the best I ever saw. Tireless. Uncanny. Let 
me tell you about him," 

Nelson came back with Marcos. The Igorot was dressed like 
an Army Joe. He grinned often, his teeth flashing. 

He was five feet and weighed 120. But he was built like a 
big man in miniature. As he shook hands, his grip had steel 
springs in it. 

"I like American Army," he said. "Marcos is proud to be a 
scout." 

They gave him a bottle of beer. Nelson stared at him. 

"The other day on Yamashita Ridge, he showed a twelfth 
sense," Nelson said. "Two scouts went by. Said something was 
wrong. Marcos looked at the trail. He said, 'Five Japs. Ten 
minutes. Three yards away.' Sure enough. We went down in 
the trail and got them !" Marcos grinned some more. 

"Another day," said Wortham, "old Marcos — he is 28 and 
looks older, doesn't he? — was out ahead of a patrol, his carbine 
slung on his shoulder, chasing retreating Japs, right on their 
grenades." 

Marcos laughed. "Yank grenades good," he said, "very 
good." 
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"He's a sharp one/' Nel said. "We get out in the Jap hills. 
Lot of tension. Always danger of being cut off. We heard wood 
chopping 30 yards away near a creek bed. Marcos said, 'Two 
men. Cutting wood. Civilians. Not Japs. Jap makes different 
chopping sound.' " 

Marcos just grinned. 

"When we fight Japs again, Boss?" he asked Wortham. 

"Soon, you bloodthirsty little guy," Wortham replied. "Now 
off with you. Get back to your family. Bring your two kids 
over tomorrow." 

Marcos took off in the rain. 

"Great little guy," concluded Wortham. "They don't come 
any better. His wife does the laundry for the troop. We want 
her to make some money. She jawed away at Marcos because 
she had no flat iron. 

"And what do you think that little guy did? 

"Well, long before we took Imugan, he just went out in the 
bush, crawled into Imugan, right into the Jap lines, went to 
his old home, dug up a flat iron — and brought it in !" 

Nel opened some more beer. 

"To Marcos the Igorot!" said Wortham. 

Well, the recon troop is an amazing bunch of men. 



«59» 

78 Heroes Receive Medals 

The Navy flying patrol boat flew crew at tree-top level. 
Whereupon, the Red Arrow band played the Star Spangled 
Banner. 

The 78 heroes of the 32nd Division stood at attention in two 
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long rows of bronzed fighting men, the veterans of the Villa 
Verde Trail. 

They stood as men apart in the ceremony dedicated to their 
gallantry in action against the Japs. They stood before Maj.- 
Gen. W. H. Gill, commander of this great division. 

Behind them stood the five companies of the 3rd Battalion, 
128th Regiment, commanded by Lieut.-Col. Douglas E. Des 
Rosier, of 1675 Webb, Detroit. The battalion was the guard of 
honor, chosen for its bitter fighting in the Villa Verde cam- 
paign. 

Lieut.-Col. Edward W. Hoffman, of San Antonio, Tex., the 
division's adjutant-general, stood before the microphone of 
the public address system, reading off the citations. 

On the right side of the parade ground, other Red Arrow 
veterans stood as interested spectators. 

It took a long time to read all those 78 names, but no one 
seemed to mind. 

Behind Gill stood his staff at attention. Col. E. A. Barlow, 
chief of staff, from Salt Lake City; Lieut.-Col. George A. Bond, 
Jr., San Angelo, Tex.; Maj. E. G. Boyer, of Lansing, Mich., 
and Chief Warrant Officer Morris Samsky, 2005 Philadelphia 
west, Detroit. 

GPs began taking snapshots as Gill walked briskly to the 
head of the line where the 78 veterans stood. For all of these 
men were going back home on rotation. Some of their GI pals 
wanted a last snapshot of them as they were decorated. 

An aid handed Gill a Distinguished Service Cross, and the 
division commander pinned it on the left breast of Sergt. Rich- 
ard J. Pieh, of Deerfleld, Mich., who won the award for "extra- 
ordinary heroism connected with military action against the 
enemy." 

"Good job, sergeant," the General said, smiling. 
The Michigan sergeant stood at attention, his face immobile, 
but his eyes danced beneath his helmet. 
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Gill turned to decorate seven Silver Star winners for gal- 
lantry in action. Three of them were from Michigan, includ- 
ing: 

Corp. Carl Leichwise, 146 Ferris, Highland Park. 

Pfc. Casimir Czyzewski, 313 Richards, Kalamazoo. 

Pfc. Edward E. Began, 305 Milwaukee north, Jackson. 

Sixteen other Michigan soldiers were awarded the Bronze 
Star for meritorious achievement in combat against the enemy. 
They were: 

Lieut. Jack A. Clark, 1259 Cavalry, Detroit ; Sergt. Edward 
T. Hart, 385 Eason, Highland Park; Sergt. Earl H. Pett, 2483 
Van Dyke, Detroit ; Sergt. Robert M. Lovell, of Leonard. 

Sergt. Joseph A. Skiba, Utica; Sergt. George J. Tulauskas, 
793 Channing, Ferndale; Sergt. Clarence H. Wade, 701 Court, 
Sault Ste. Marie ; Sergt. Walter F. Munger, 427 Seventh west, 
Flint. 

Sergt. John Thomas, 9739 Mt. Elliott, Detroit; Sergt. Dom- 
inic Vallone, 3510 Sheridan, Detroit ; Corp. Baymond B. Grit, 
1143 Cass, Grand Bapids; Corp. Chester Czarmonski, 6462 
Craig, Detroit. 

Corp. Harry L. Fowler, 3801 Humboldt, Detroit; Corp. 
Emil S. Magier, 5633 Martin, Detroit; Corp. Henry T. Steph- 
enson, 332 Burke, Biver Bouge; Pfc. John L. Mc Alpine, 
Ypsilanti. 

The General returned to the high ground, and the 78 
marched proudly down the field, stood at attention on his left. 
With the division band playing, the five companies of Col. Des 
Hosier's battalion of honor marched past the 78 heroes, past 
Gill, dipping their blue guidons. 

"They march well. Fine group of fighting men, fine!" Gill 
remarked. 

The battalion took its place at the General's right. Behind 
them, watching every marching man with interest, stood Col. 
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Merle H. Howe, of Grand Rapids, commander of the 128th 
Regiment. 

It was the kind of a ceremony that the Red Arrow Division 
will long remember. There are things that fighting men treas- 
ure for all time. And talk about years later when they are vet- 
erans back home in their easy chairs. 

This was something to remember. The ceremony made your 
heart sing. For these veterans looked so grand. They had been 
fighting for 125 days on the Villa Verde. They won their cam- 
paign against all odds of terrain, climate and Jap defensive 
tactics. Now they paid honor to their 78 heroes. 



A two-star general is too busy with the military details of 
an operation like the Villa Verde Trail campaign to get an 
opportunity to speak to all of his fighting men. 

There are times when he would like to talk to each of his 
men, especially when they have a tough fight like that on the 
Villa Verde, especially when 78 current heroes are going home 
on rotation. 

So at the grand ceremony for the decorating of the 78, in- 
cluding 20 veterans from Michigan, Maj.-Gen. W. H. Gill, 
commander of the Red Arrow Division, stepped briskly to the 
microphone to address these soldiers, so once and for all they 
could carry with them the memory of what their commanding 
officer thought of them. 

Gen. Gill spoke straightforward from the heart, not in the 
words of an orator but the words of a fighting general. 

Several times there was a catch of emotion in his voice. You 
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knew, by his voice, his manner, by his words, that these men 
he loved like a father. 

He stamped on his half-smoked cigaret and he took off his 
helmet as he began to speak. 

I knew something about how Gen. Gill felt about his men. 
At night on the Villa Verde I had sat with him in his tent 
while he worried about his men's health, about the tough, 
hard life they led in their foxholes. 

Now he was before the microphone, with the 78 heroes at 
his left, the battalion guard of honor at his right, and thou- 
sands of rugged soldiers listening. 

"Men," Gen. Gill said, "go ahead if you wish to smoke. Sit 
down if you care to. I simply want to say" . . . and there was 
a catch in his voice . . . "to these men of ours who are going 
home, goodby and happy landings. I am going to miss you in 
the days to come. 

"I thank each of the officers and the men for the grand job 
they have done, a job that has made the 32nd the best divi- 
sion in the Southwest Pacific. 

"You have done your job well. Many of you have fought 
through the Papuan campaign. All of you through the Aus- 
tralian campaign." 

There was a swell of laughter which swept across the par- 
ade ground at this reference to "the Australian campaign," 
where many Yanks married Australian girls. 

"Still it paid big dividends — our re-equipping and re-or- 
ganizing in Australia — dividends at Saidor, Aitape, Drinimure 
River, Leyte and on Luzon. 

"You men of this division have made a record you can well 
be proud of. All of those places have memories for you and for 
me. 

"Those memories will be valuable to you in the years to 
come. When you are old and gray these memories will live 
with you to inspire you. 
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"Your co-operation, your hard work, your magnificent per- 
formance — for these things, please accept my heartfelt 
thanks." 

Gen. Gill paused for a moment. His sharp eyes swept 
through the ranks of the 78, through the battalion guard of 
honor, out across the parade field to the ranks of many men. 

"Remember," he resumed, "wherever your divided paths 
may lead, you are always Red Arrow men. You have an envi- 
able record. Don't let anyone argue with you about what your 
division has accomplished. If they insist, close it up !" 

A wave of laughter swept over the field. This was a fighting 
man's language to fighting men and they liked it and under- 
stood it. 

"Wherever the Red Arrow flag flies — you are always wel- 
come. 

"To you men going home, good luck! 

"Remember, God has been good to most of you. May he con- 
tinue to walk by you. Adios !" 
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Michigan Heroes Rate High 

Our Michigan boys looked very good as they stood before their 
division commander. Four days out of combat, Maj. Gen. W. 
H. Gill, commander of the Red Arrow, was decorating 78 
heroes with medals. 

Twenty Michigan boys were there, with the eyes of the divi- 
sion upon them, the band playing "Roses and Orchids," and 
the battalion guard of honor dipping its blue guidons. 

First to be decorated was Sergt. Richard J. Pieh, of Deer- 
field, Mich., who was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross 
for "extraordinary heroism in action against the enemy." 
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Sergt. Pieh's company attacked and was stopped short by 
Japs in more than 50 fortified positions. Pieh grabbed a ma- 
chine gun and advanced boldly on the Japs. His entire com- 
pany was inspired, and they smashed the Japs in front of 
them, consolidating their lines. 

The Silver Star for gallantry was awarded to Sergt. Carl 
Leichwise, 146 Ferris, Highland Park; Pfc. Edward E. Rea- 
gan, Jackson, and Pfc. Casimir Czyzewski, of Kalamazoo. 

Sergt. Leichwise, a medical aid man, went from foxhole to 
foxhole, under intense artillery, automatic weapons and sniper 
fire, directing the evacuation of the wounded. 

Pfc. Eeagan found booby traps, dug out mines and helped 
clear the Ormoc highway for the tanks. During this, Jap 
snipers peppered away at him. 

Pfc. Czyzewski charged an enemy dugout with fixed bayonet. 
Several enemy positions opened up on him but he killed all 
four Japs in the dugout. 

Bronze Stars for meritorious achievement were awarded: 

Sergt. Emil S. Magier, 5633 Martin, Detroit: His half-track 
was stopped by a Jap road block. He wiped out a light ma- 
chine gun nest. 

Sergt. Henry T. Stephenson, 130 Maple, River Rouge: He 
made night ambulance runs on the Villa Verde Trail with the 
wounded, in a complete blackout. 

Corp. Chester Czarnomski, 6462 Craig, Detroit : One of three 
ambulance drivers ambushed. The lead vehicle was sprayed by 
bullets at 50 feet. Undiscouraged by this, he continued to evac- 
uate the wounded under fire. 

Sergt. Dominic Vallone, 3510 Sheridan, Detroit, an ambu- 
lance driver : He made repeated night runs from the farthest 
forward aid station down. Because of a road slide, he had to 
carry his patients part of the way under fire. 

Sergt. John Thomas, 9739 Mt. Elliott, Detroit: He had to go 
up to the front and repair vehicles under enemy fire. 
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Sergt. George J. Tulauskas, 793 Channing, Ferndale : He ad- 
ministered first aid and evacuated wounded under fire. 

Sergt. Earl H. Pett, 2483 Van Dyke, Detroit: On two occa- 
sions he handled the ammunition supply for a task force with 
little assistance from outside his section, 

Sergt. Edward T. Hart, 385 Eason, Highland Park: For 
military operations from New Guinea to the Philippines, he 
supervised and insured the efficient operation of the inspector- 
general's section as chief clerk. 

First Lieut. Jack A. Clark, 1259 Cavalry, Detroit: He or- 
ganized the first code school ever to be started while a division 
was in combat. 

Corp. Harry I. Fowler, 6006 Twelfth, Detroit: As a mes- 
senger, he was with forward echelons at Buna, Aitape, Leyte 
and Luzon operations. 

Pfc. John L. McAlpine, Ypsilanti: On a dark night, McAl- 
pine was evacuating patients in his ambulance which ran off 
the road, stopped, was suspended on the front axle, its wheels 
overhanging a cliff. He carried patients on litters to the port- 
able hospital. 

Sergt. Robert M. Lovell, Leonard, Mich. : As headquarters 
communications sergeant, he kept communications going 
through adverse conditions. 

Sergt. Walter F. Munger, Flint: He remained at his post, 
despite enemy shelling, directing the movement of vehicles. 

Sergt. Joseph A. Skiba, Utica : He made 50 patrol missions, 
displaying "meritorious and outstanding performance of 
duty." 

Sergt. Clarence H. Wade, Sault Ste. Marie: The division's 
crack band was organized under his leadership. 

Corp. Jacob B. Caldwell, 18280 Prairie, Detroit : Despite air 
attacks, he was responsible for the maintenance of vehicles for 
the division's forward command post. 
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Jap Atrocities Invade a Dream 



This is a story about a sergeant who screamed in his sleep 
one morning — and why. 

You wouldn't expect Staff Sergt. William S. Seifert, of 
York, Pa., to be so unnerved that he would ever scream in his 
sleep. 

As chief of the litter section for Company A of the 107th 
Medical Battalion, Seifert spent 140 days in the combat zone 
on the Villa Verde Trail and in the drive up highway No. 5 
into the Cagayan Valley. 

"What I saw and heard one night," he said, "was so terrible 
I shall never forget it. As long as I live I shall hate the Japs 
. . . forever!" 

It happened on the Villa Verde. Seifert was with the bat- 
talion command post of a fighting regiment when it set up its 
perimeter defense against Jap night banzai attacks. 

The battalion's telephone suddenly failed. Five linemen of 
the Signal Corps went out to find the break. They found it. 
Several of them bent over to see what happened. The Japs had 
cut the line! 

The realization came just as a Jap light machine gun 
roared. The Japs ambushed the linemen. Three were killed. 
One crawled away to safety. One went down, wounded. 

Seven Japs pounced on the wounded GKL They carried him 
into a hole. All this happened only 50 feet away from the 
Yank perimeter defense. 

Then came the screams of Jap atrocity — the screams of an 
American victim. 

"I could hear the hissing yelling of the Japs," said Seifert. 
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"And then came terrible screams — screams I shall never forget 
— from our wounded rifleman. 

"He was yelling for help. It was the most helpless feeling I 
ever had. I knew he was being tortured. In a few seconds, 30 
of our riflemen formed a volunteer patrol. They went out after 
our man. 

"The Japs opened up with their machine guns. Our boys 
closed in — mad, angry. They cut those Nips to ribbons. The 
Japs had the best of it, machine guns against rifles and hand 
grenades, but our boys were just mad — plenty mad." 

Seifert and Corp. Harold A. Beauregard, 3471 Bishop ave- 
nue, Detroit, litter bearers, went along with the patrol. They 
ducked the Jap bullets. They had no weapons, of course, but 
they carried a litter. They wanted to save that tortured Yank 
if they could. 

They carried him out. All the medical facilities of that sec- 
tor of the front were mobilized in 30 seconds. 

He had 30 bayonet wounds in his chest and stomach and 
neck. Before he drifted into unconsciousness, he whispered: 
"Tied my hands; feet. Eased bayonets into me. Slowly. An 
inch at a time. They were — devils." 

That story went along through the GI grapevine. Every 
soldier in the battalion knew it. They had heard the screams. 
Some saw the tortured Yank brought in. 

Our boys of the 32nd are tough and rough. They were wait- 
ing in their foxholes. They knew a certain order would come. 

Seifert knew it would come, too. He fell asleep in his fox- 
hole. He woke up screaming, with Beauregard shaking him. 

"My God," he said, "in my sleep I could see those Japs 
slowly stabbing that American boy to death with bayonets. 
That nightmare was so vivid, so clear, I just screamed." 

The battalion attacked at dawn — mad, angry, furious. The 
battalion cut the Jap defenders to pieces. 

Officers did not have to call on the mortars and the artillery 
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that day. With hand grenades, bazookas and flame-throwers, 
with rifles and TNT demolition charges, these angry Yanks 
stormed ahead. 

It is too bad their dead pal, the young 23-year-old tortured 
rifleman, never knew. But his epitaph was written that day 
in the angry courage of his own troops. 

And when you hear stories like this, and there are so many, 
you must know that the American doughboy, the footslogger, 
is a magnificent soldier ! 



There was a solemn grandeur that rainy, cloudy afternoon 
about the memorial ceremony dedicated to the memory of the 
members of the 127th Infantry of the Red Arrow Division who 
were killed in action on the Villa Verde Trail. 

It was a ceremony which seemed at the moment to sym- 
bolize the feelings of the entire division, from GI Joe to the 
commanding general, for its dead. 

It made me feel, as I listened and watched, that I would 
remember it forever. It was that kind of a ceremony — a last 
farewell by the fighting men who lived to the fighting men 
who had died in action. 

Our heavy bombers were flying low overhead, due to the 
overcast sky, while the American flag flew at half mast on the 
flagstaff. 

Before the ceremonies began, Col. Frederick R. Stofft, of 
Tucson, Ariz., the regimental commander, remarked to me 
in a low voice for such a stalwart fighting officer, "This is the 
price we pay." 

His eyes swept the rows and rows of white crosses, over the 



« 63 » 



A Memory of Luzon 
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seven acres of American graves. In them there was an inef- 
fable sadness. "Many of my officers and men are out there," he 
said, "many of them." 

Maj.-Gen. W. H. Gill, the commanding general of the Red 
Arrow, stood at ramrod attention, with his staff, facing a flag- 
draped coffin. Six picked men, every one of whom had done the 
impossible at the front on many occasions, stood beside it. 

A guard of honor, in battle dress, with their Garands on 
their shoulders, stood at attention. Back of them stood the es- 
cort guard of 50 picked veterans, fighting men chosen from 
every company of the 127th. 

All these veterans had friends and pals with whom they had 
trained in the States four years ago, when they were green- 
horn soldiers erupted out of civilian life ; and with whom they 
had fought for 38 months on the long road back from Buna 
to the Philippines. 

The faces of these veterans were serious. This was no rou- 
tine Army ceremony. You could see that in their faces. 

And they were not alone. Col. Stofft and all the ranking offi- 
cers stood at the head of his men. And over on the sidelines, 
crowded together in long lines, standing at attention, were 
hundreds of the veterans of the 127th. 

No one had asked them to come. No one had ordered them 
to come. They came by jeep. They came by truck. A long, 
rough, three-hour ride in the rain to the ceremony. They had 
friends out there lying under those white crosses. 

Later, I learned there were some Detroit veterans in the 
escort guard of honor. After the ceremony was over and the 
rains of the Philippines came again, I talked to them. 

I found Sergt. Robert E. Jeffrey, 1319 Somerset, Grosse 
Pointe Park; Sergt. Lawrence R. Ortkras, 8847 Pinehurst, 
Detroit ; Sergt. James C. Crucian, 4655 Russell, and Pfc. Stan- 
ley J. Bahoski, 6029 Braden. 

"One of my pals is out there," Sergt. Jeffrey said. "A great 
guy. I've been wanting to come here a long time." 
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The ceremony itself would have given the folks back home, 
the parents, the wives, the relatives of these dead Yanks, a lift. 
They would have seen, could they have been here, what Gen. 
Gill meant when he told me, "There are no unknown soldiers 
in unknown graves in the 32nd Division." 



This concerns a real veteran of the war in the Southwest 
Pacific with the Red Arrow Division, a veteran battered and 
worn — a jeep. 

It is a cavalry jeep which has seen more fighting and been 
in more combat than I hope I ever know. If it could talk, its 
story would be a sensation. 

GPs from Michigan claim that it has become the best known 
jeep in the division. 

For one day Lieut.-Col. George A. Bond, Jr., of the com- 
manding general's staff, summoned me to division forward, 
and presented me with the jeep. It was one of those gay con- 
spiracies among Maj.-Gen. W. H. Gill, commander of the divi- 
sion ; Col. E. A. Barlow, chief of staff, and Bond. 

"The division wants you to have your own jeep while you 
are with us," Col. Bond said, "and here it is, a trifle battered 
— but a real war jeep. Take it down to ordnance." 

When I got to ordnance, the boys were waiting for me. 
Sergt. Steve Szeregnyi, of 5970 Vivian avenue, Dearborn, who 
worked as a machine repairman for the Ford Rouge plant and 
has for 26 months overseas been a vehicle mechanic, tuned up 
the motor for me. 

Staff Sergt. Loren C. Craig, of Whitewater, Wis., an ord- 



« 64 » 



A Villa Verde Jeep 
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nance welder, gave me a lock and a big chain. Pvt. Wilfird B. 
Doiron, of Niagara Falls, N. Y., got out his stencils and his 
spray gun. 

When I left the 732nd Ordnance, under the windshield of 
the jeep was emblazoned its name in giant white letters, "The 
Detroit News," with a giant red arrow (the division's insig- 
nia) pointing to the name. 

I drove many miles toward division forward again. A two 
and one-half ton truck skidded into a halt, a truck driver from 
Arkansas roared, "Hey, the Tigers are leading the American 
League." 

When you're so far away from home, such things are good 
to hear. 

As I raced to the parking lot in a cloud of dust at division 
forward, Warrant Officer Gordon C. Snyder, chief clerk of 
the adjutant-general's office, stopped in his tracks. 

"Boy, that's good to see from my home town," he said, for 
he lives at 15770 Mendota, Detroit. He won the Bronze Star 
for meritorious achievement in the Leyte campaign. "It re- 
minds me of home," he added, "seeing your jeep. By the way, 
my wife sends me all your clippings on the Villa Verde Trail." 

I went in to thank the general, the chief of staff, and Col. 
Bond. When I came out Pfc. John J. Pickarek, 18623 Pelkey, 
Detroit, was snapping a picture of The Detroit News with his 
camera. 

"Funny thing to take a picture of," I said. 

"Aw," said Pfc. Pickarek, a big, hardy fellow, "it reminds 
me of home — Detroit. I almost dropped dead when I saw that 
crate parked there." 

I was going through a Filipino barrio a few days later when 
a big MP stopped me. I thought I must be in trouble. 

"Hey you, from Detroit," said Sergt. Herman H. Toussaint, 
of Northville, Mich., who has been overseas for 38 months, 
"what does Michigan look like?" 
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And that's the way it's been for two weeks. My gosh, I'm 
glad the General thought it would be fun to get The Detroit 
News put on the jeep. It has been fun. For I get lonesome, too, 
but you're never completely lonesome, 10,600 miles away from 
the City Hall when the boys from Detroit find you. 

I was pulling out of the roadway of our camp late one after- 
noon when a command car jammed on the brakes. Out popped 
Lieut. Verne G. Jubenville, a former Detroit policeman. 

"If this jeep isn't a sight for sore eyes," he said. "I haven't 
seen anybody or anything from home in so long." 

Corp. Jack Glickoff, 3741 Collingwood, Detroit, with the 
128th Regimental Headquarters Company, saw The Detroit 
News jeep parked one day, and looked me up. 

We had a swell talk. Glickoff has been overseas 38 months. 
He has been on patrols beyond the front lines. He has carried 
the wounded out. 

That battered jeep has become about my best friend, I guess. 
I never thought of writing a story about it until tonight. I 
came out of supply headquarters of the 107th Medical Bat- 
talion with lotion to ease the discomfort of the prickly heat of 
the Philippines. 

And there were the Calhoun brothers posing for their pic- 
ture alongside the jeep. 

They looked a lot alike, both tall and husky and looking like 
they could handle any situation. A GI from Pennsylvania took 
snapshots of Sergt. Harold W. Calhoun, who has done a grand 
job for medical supply for 38 months and banged away with 
a tommy gun at the Japs before he joined the medics, and 
Motor Machinist's Mate Douglas T. Calhoun, a member of the 
crew of a Coast Guard picket boat who has already had a 
year's service on the Atlantic Ocean. 

"We hadn't seen each other in 40 months," Sergt. Cal said 
with the widest grin I ever saw. "Then he comes into Manila, 
gets a few leave days and hitch-hikes all these miles out here/ 1 
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Vivid Memories For Home 

These are days when many veterans of the Red Arrow Divi- 
sion are saying goodbye to the Southwest Pacific. Some of the 
first veterans of the division are homeward bound. 

On the way home — after 38 months in the Southwest Pa- 
cific, after Buna, Saidor, Aitape, the Drenimoor River; after 
Australia, New Guinea, Leyte and Luzon; after the current 
operation on the Villa Verde. Home means a lot to these vet- 
erans. Some have shown me pictures of their children they 
have never seen face-to-face. 

I know a young private first class who every night writes a 
nursery sketch with a drawing to his small son. 

An officer and his wife write long letters about their three 
children, calling them by their first names — of children still 
unborn. 

For 38 months is a long, long time to be away from home. 
But our boys are going back with vivid memories, some amus- 
ing, some full of pathos and tragedy, and others etched by 
adventure. 

"When we rolled out of the Golden Gate," said Pfc. Walter 
F. Wiktor, 5499 Proctor, Detroit, "we never knew we'd be 
gone 38 months. We were too seasick to care. Most of us 
thought we'd be gone maybe a year. But 38 months — whew !" 

The division arrived in Australia at a hectic time when the 
Japs were expected to invade at any moment. But they never 
did. The Battle of the Coral Sea stopped them. The division 
went to New Guinea and won the stirring Battle of Buna. 

"I've been collecting currency and coins," said Sergt. An- 
thony Piskorski, 2311 Danforth, Hamtramck. "Jap invasion 
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stuff, the Mickey Mouse money, bills from New Guinea, Aus- 
tralia and the Philippines." 

It's funny what our boys think of as they review the cam- 
paigns they have been through. 

"I'm never going to forget," said Sergt. Dominic Vallone, 
3510 Sheridan, Detroit, "that our division was the first in the 
American Armed Forces to launch and land an airborne com- 
bat team." 

"But since then we've been a lot of mountain goats, fighting 
in the mountains," said Sergt. Edwin L. Kipp, of Grand Blanc. 

"The Red Arrow," continued Vallone, "landed an entire reg- 
iment near Buna Mission. The planes dumped us out on the 
strip with our equipment, took off, didn't even cut out their 
engines. Everything we used, from mosquito bars to ammo 
and food, was landed by air." 

It was very primitive country with "fuzzy-wuzzies" recruit- 
ed as litter bearers and pack carriers. As Corp. Roger L. San- 
ture, of 302 Fourth east, Monroe, pointed out, the natives 
never deserted a wounded Yank. 

Here is what some of the other veterans had to say : 

Corp. Leonard T. Kucinski, 6236 Grandy, Detroit: "Mud, 
always mud, as thick as glue, was our worst enemy in the 
jungles. We strung our hospital tents between coconut trees. 
A stake wouldn't hold in the mud. Surgeons worked at night 
by flashlight, ankle deep in the mud." 

Sergt. Robert H. Miley, Detroit : "I helped carry a wounded 
general out on a litter. We carried him two miles through the 
mud. One short litter bearer went clean out of sight — he step- 
ped in a deep hole." 

. Pfc. Rex W. Castle, who worked once for Kelsey Hayes 
Wheel Company of Detroit: "We spent 36 hours under bom- 
bardment by Jap Bettys at Morotia." 

Corp. Henry T. Stephenson, 130 Maple, River Rouge: "Sai- 
dor and Aitape were picnics compared to the Buna campaign. 
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We were able to use an ambulance for the first time at Aitape. 
We thought the 32nd was going home after Aitape, But the 
Philippines were ahead. 

"Leyte was the toughest of anything. Then came Luzon — 
rougher and tougher yet. Nothing was harder than the Villa 
Verde. The Japs had plenty of artillery. They zeroed in. There 
were no safe holes anywhere." 

Sergt. Henry F. Domanowski, 3880 Yemans, Hamtramck: 
"Coming into Leyte for the landing, our division's convoy was 
hit by Jap torpedo planes. We watched the Jap torpedoes 
zoom into the water. A Liberty Ship went down. A Jap tor- 
pedo crashed less than 100 yards from our LST." 

Corp. Chester Czarnowski, 6462 Craig, Detroit: "The Japs 
ambushed our ambulances on the Ormoc highway. They spray- 
ed the ambulances, though their sides showed big Red Crosses. 
We jumped into the ditch. When the infantrymen were hit 
and dropped their rifles, we picked them up and fought — to 
save our patients." 



The Yank battle casualty is a magnificent fellow. Bight out 
of the front lines with his body torn and sore from Jap bul- 
lets, hand grenades, mortars or artillery shell fragments — he 
never whimpers. 

He is grateful to be alive! 

And the first thing he does, the first conscious moment he 
has, he writes or has written for him a letter of reassurance 
to the Only Girl back home. She may be his wife. She may be 
the mother of a son or a daughter he has never seen. She may 
be a sweetheart he will marry when he gets "back stateside." 
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But he writes to her, groggy, half unconscious, sometimes just 
recalled from the valley of the beyond by medical science. 

He writes to her that — his wounds are minor. 

He doesn't want the Only Girl to worry! 

That's the kind of a gent he is, this Yank battle casualty. 

Twenty-one Michigan life-savers sang the praises of the bat- 
tle casualty — the front-line wounded veteran — with the same 
haunting, never-to-be-forgotten refrain of a Stephen Foster 
song. 

They, too, have been in the combat zone. 

A platoon of the medics were almost surrounded by Japs in 
Manila as they rushed to the aid of internees retaken from the 
Japs. The infantry shot them to freedom by killing the Japs 
in their way. They know war, and the temperament, the char- 
acter of the Yank battle casualty. 

The Michigan medics will tell you. 

"The wounded Yank is a great . . . the grandest gent in the 
world," said Corp. James Vaughan, 1968 Wyoming avenue, 
Dearborn. "He takes his wounds — and sometimes those wounds 
are really rough — as a matter of course. He considers himself 
lucky to be alive — what a guy !" 

"Wounded front-line soldiers are a bunch of good Joes," 
said Elmer A. Parrott, 1192 Seventh street, Muskegon, a ward 
surgical technician. "They are so appreciative of what we do 
for them that, my gosh, you just have to break your neck for 
those guys!" 

The civilian internee, rescued by these soldiers, often is "the 
champion hospital griper of them all," and the so-called "base 
commandos," the rear echelon soldiers, are the most demand- 
ing of the hospital's patients. 

So said Sergt. Matthew M. Skerjance, of 3349 Mallory ave- 
nue, Flint, a ward surgical technician. 

"The battle casualty never hollers for attention," he said. 
"Whatever you do for him is okay — as long as you help him." 
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"As soon as those boys can even move a finger," said Pfc. 
Arthur J. Dickson, 2482 Beals avenue, Detroit, "they want to 
write a letter to their wife or to their sweetheart. They want 
their Best Girl to know they are all right." 

"I had a battle casualty from Michigan," recalled Corp. 
John A. Potenza, 72 Temple street, Detroit, a ward technician. 
"He had a tough time for five days just keeping alive. But he 
didn't want his wife to know how seriously wounded he was. 
Said it might scare her." 

"What really gets me," said Corp. Edmun E. Cram, of 439 
Delaware street, Grand Rapids, "is the way they worry about 
a wounded pal. 

"I had a patient with a stomach wound. His case was seri- 
ous. Right in the operating room he asked us to 'Look after 
my pal behind me/ And his pal only had a broken arm !" 

When I saw Corp. Harry A. Warner, of 4589 Helen avenue, 
Dearborn, he had nine letters from home, including a birthday 
greeting from his folks, his biggest "batch of letters in a long 
time." 

He was a very proud corporal, but over another letter, a let- 
ter to his folks by a wounded soldier who had recovered in 
his ward. 

"And what do you think he did ! He got home all right, com- 
pletely recovered. Why he wrote my folks a letter, the grand- 
est letter you ever saw. What a guy!" 

A garrison soldier may go to the medics 10 times a day 
when he has athlete's foot, but let him get wounded in action 
and he never whimpers, never complains, observed Sergt.-Maj. 
Kenneth D. Eagle, whose home town is in Flint, his wife lives 
in Marshall and his folks live in Davison. 

"What a Joe the battle casualty is," he said. 

"He never whimpers. I know a soldier who had an arm 
blown off and all he wrote to his wife was, 'Don't worry, 
honey; I'm coming home to you. Please don't worry.' " 
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Suicide Planes Attack Medics Too 
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The surgeons and the doctors, the ambulance drivers and the 
litter bearers, the operating technicians and the ward techni- 
cians of the 41st Field Hospital were on a Liberty Ship going 
from Biak to Luzon. 

Then the Jap suicide bombers attacked ! 

The medical Liberty Ship was only one in a vast convoy. 
The medics were sitting on the deck, some sunning themselves, 
some playing cards, some just talking. 

They saw two Navy airships fly overhead. Not much later, 
they saw six fighters high above them. 

"We thought they were ours, of course," said Capt. Donald 
G. Bills, of 915 Verlinden avenue, Lansing. "Then they peeled 
off. They picked us out. They picked out ships on both sides 
of us. They came down in terrible dives. Suddenly, we knew 
the worst. They were Jap suicide dive bombers. 

"We found that out when our ack-ack opened up. It got one 
near us. But another ship near us was hit hard twice." 

The medics did not get panicky. They were veterans of Biak, 
and of Milne Bay in New Guinea. 

"We had a hot time in Biak," said Capt. Bills. "The Jap 
made it hot. I flew in there with three others and two and a 
half tons of equipment. We went through Jap bombings. We 
had to sleep on the ground. We could hear the bombs from 
the Jap Bettys singing. We hugged the ground in our foxholes 
— and it was hard work digging foxholes on the coral island 
of Biak." 

So the medics who had been through that knew how to take 
the worst! 
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"I was sitting on the deck playing cards when the suicide 
Jap planes hit the convoy," said Sergt. Duncan MacMcol, of 
2437 Antoinette street, Detroit, a ward master. "One of them 
came down trying to get our ship. It started peeling off. I 
didn't think it could miss — but it was shot down! We went 
down in the hole of the ship." 

"We sat in that hole for 25 minutes," said Sergt. Howard 
M. Gowing, 5641 Middlesex avenue, Dearborn. "We just sat 
there, so far below water level. We could hear our guns. It 
was something to think about, not knowing what happened. 

"After that, when we had air warnings, I hit on the deck. I 
liked that better not being fenced in. But the Japs didn't come 
back. They had enough, I guess." 

So the 41st got safely to Luzon to do the grand job it has 
done for the wounded. 

It was activated at Camp Ellis, 111., July 16, 1943, with 16 
per cent of its personnel from Michigan. It reached this area 
in April to support the infantry driving on Baguio. 

But the 41st was a veteran outfit by then. It had been at 
Milne Bay in New Guinea. Then it was transported entirely 
by air to support the 41st Division at Biak. In Luzon it sup- 
ported the 43rd Division at Manaoag, and the 37th, the 6th 
Division, and the 1st Cavalry in the drive on Manila in the 
early days of the return campaign in the Philippines. 

Its personnel rushed with the infantry to Santa Tomas and 
Bilibid prison camps for Americans — Jap prison camps under 
the long Japanese occupation. 

And in these instances, the hospital personnel worked long 
hours to save the half -starved internees, so long denied proper 
attention. 

The 41st has been overseas for 16 months, and it has seven 
months of operation in combat zones. 

"I think we have done a good job," said Capt. Leo Kagan, 
of New York City, the unit's adjutant. "At least the hospital 
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personnel has worked hard. Never complained about long 
hours. Never worried about the clock. 

"But I think that wounded Yanks have always inspired 
everybody, from the surgeons all the way done the line. The 
American wounded are the grandest people in the world ! 

"We are happy — and proud — that we have pulled most of 
them through!" 



There was bitter fighting going on in the streets and build- 
ings of Manila when the decision was made to try to get a 
platoon of the 41st Field Hospital to Bilibid prison. There 
were many Yank internees there, long the prisoners of war of 
the Japs. Some of them needed medical attention desperately. 
The medics are not fighting men. They have no riflemen, mortar 
sections, or field artillery. Nothing like that. Only the equip- 
ment, the personnel to use it, and the will to save lives of a 
crack hospital. 
They went in! 

"I was in a two and a half ton truck the first day going into 
Bilibid," said Sergt. Ralph M. Ware, of 69 Lincoln avenue, 
Mt. Clemens. 

"As we eased in, there was street fighting a half block away. 
We stopped. It looked as if we had stopped right in the middle 
of the whole blankety-blank war. 

"An infantry officer ran up. 'Hold it, fellows/ he said. 'Snip- 
ers up ahead, a lot of them. We'll knock 'em off and get you 
through.' 

"Why, he stood out like a target, just waving his men for- 
ward, shouting, 'Move up men, move up. Got to get these med- 
ics in. Let's go.' " 
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The medics watched the infantry. The riflemen, the tommy- 
gunners, the grenade throwers moved up in a half crouch, but 
always forward, slowly forward. 

"We heard the Jap snipers open up," he continued. "Then 
our boys let go. They really knew their stuff. Japs started fall- 
ing all over the place. Finally, this officer yelled to one of the 
surgeons : 

" 'Hey, Doc, go on in, we got those blankety-blanks !' 

"And he went in. I never saw so many newly dead Japs in 
my life sprawled all over the place. These infantry guys sure 
made a bunch of pals that day in our outfit." 

The next day Sergt. William H. Bock, of 4790 State street, 
Saginaw, was with a truck load of medics of the 41st still bent 
on joining the first group at Bilibid. The call had gone out. 
More medics wanted ! 

The street fighting was still going on in Manila. But the 
medics never hesitated. They brought needed medical supplies 
and more medical technicians in. 

"The street fighting was all over the place as we crept slow- 
ly in toward Bilibid in our truck convoy," said Sergt. Bock. 

"But by this time the Japs were out to stop us. I guess they 
knew what we were up to. They put in an artillery road block 
on our route. Our artillery and our infantry gnawed away 
at it. 

"So we were stopped by artillery shells for a time. But the 
convoy finally got in — with most of its tires shot up. But we 
got the medical supplies in. That was the important thing. We 
went right through that road block with the help of our boys, 
finally. A lot of dead Japs, too, lying around." 

Some of the ambulance drivers for the 41st had a rugged go 
of it, too, while they were on detached service w r ith the 43rd 
Division and the 1st Cavalry. Ambulance drivers like Pfc. 
Richard P. Roraff, 14818 Rossini avenue, Detroit. 

"I was running an ambulance from a clearing station to an 

206 



Digitized byGoOgle 



Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



air strip to an evacuation hospital, during that fighting at 
-Manaoag," recalled Roraff. 

"I was moving along with four patients. The Filipino guer- 
illas stopped me. One of them said, 'Snipers up ahead, Joe. 



"So I waited 20 minutes on the road, under a palm tree. I 
heard a lot of shooting. Finally the Filipino officer came back, 
'All right now, Joe/ he said. 'Get the wounded in. We got Japs 
— plenty of Japs — with our American stuff/ 

"Away I went. 

"Later, I had to make a 54-mile haul down from the moun- 
tains in that operation, with my ambulance full of patients. 
Had to go carefully. Sometimes the Jap patrols were out look- 
ing for our ambulances. 

"I would drive five or ten miles an hour. Sometimes I went 
so slow the ambulance just dragged along. But the patients 
never whimpered — and I was always glad to get them in!" 



A topnotch field hospital like the 41st is necessarily oper- 
ated by a group of specialists. 

It is mechanized. It is portable. It can haul down its tents 
and ride away to the combat zones in a few hours. It brings 
the finest surgeons, the best doctors^ and expert medical tech- 
nicians right up to where the wounded Yank and the sick 
American soldier need them most. 

Never farther back than an ambulance ride. Not too close 
to the front for the comfort and recovery of the wounded. But 
close enough. 

Every man in its personnel is a specialist who knows his 
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stuff and watches his own batting average like an American 
League ball player. For war is the Big League of the medics 
anywhere. 

For example, Sergt. Harold F. Laycock, of Sturgis, Mich., is 
a pharmacist. One of his major responsibilities is to see that 
the vital penicillin is always on hand. It saves so many lives in 
so many ways. 

"I guess I must have handled several hundred thousand bot- 
tles of penicillin," Sergt. Laycock said. "I get 25,000 vials of 
it at a time. There was a time, as at Biak, when we had a hard 
time getting everything. Now we have an abundance of all sup- 
plies. Once in a while we are held up a few hours on some- 
thing. But not longer. The Army planners really roll in what 
we need. And that saves a lot of lives." 

I talked to a couple of first cooks. They are as proud of the 
job they do as the surgeons. Perhaps my old friend, Dr. Nate 
Schlafer of Detroit, once chief surgeon at Receiving Hospital, 
will agree with them. 

They like to keep the patients well fed. They claim the best 
mess in the Southwest Pacific. I have to agree with them. The 
food was so good and the water so cold at their meals, I hated 
to leave. 

"We have served as many as 980 a day," said Sergt. Joseph 
Ozella, 453 Canton street, Detroit. "If the meals aren't good I 
hope those wounded boys knock my skull in. 

"We have meat twice a day, pork chops and beef. Today we 
had big American hamburgers. Yesterday, meat loaf. Some- 
times ice cream. And cold cokes for the patients." 

"I like the hefty appetites the patients have," said Sergt. 
Gerald E. Cook, 12830 Glenfield street, Detroit, the other first 
cook. "They come to us after eating K-rations and Ten-in- 
Ones. Boy, what appetites. They eat like horses. It is fun cook- 
ing for those guys. All they do is praise the food — and eat." 
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Sergt. Nelson E. Short, 1114 Underwood avenue, Grand 
Rapids, was listening. 

"I had a good meal," he said, "after the Japs tried to wipe 
out our convoy with their suicide bombers. Fd heard of that 
stuff. I didn't think they really would do it. But I saw it. 
Nothing like a good meal after that. But six Jap pilots never 
ate again. " 

The women do most of the work in the Philippines. The 
other day I saw 50 of them digging ditches to keep the rain 
water out of their front yards — while the Filipino men took 
siestas in their nipa huts. 

But a crew of 25 Filipinos work hard for the 41st Field, dig- 
ging ditches to keep the rainy season's torrents out of the 
wards. They also act as carriers of supplies and as manual 
laborers for the hospital's camp. 

"You have to know how to talk to them," said Pfc. Leonard 
Mancuso, of 3560 Gladwin avenue, Detroit. "You can't bawl 
them out. You can't scold them. You can't drive them. I just 
take them through the wards and give them a look at our boys. 
They sure work like blazes after that !" 

"You can say that in high," said Pfc. Harold F. King, of 
Greenville. "Whenever I get tired in my ward I just think of 
those wounded kids lying there. They are so appreciative of 
what you do for them." 

"I found out all about the war from those uncomplaining 
wounded Joes," said Pfc. Raymond J. Brzezniak, of Manistee. 
"They are a nice bunch of boys. The wounded in my ward have 
always been easy to take care of." 

I enjoyed talking to Pfc. John F. Stoneham, of Hart. It was 
a nostalgic enjoyment. He had the word "Michigan" painted 
across his fatigue cap. 

Stoneham was a chum of Milton Pugsley, of Hart, the son 
of Judge Earl C. Pugsley, my old friend, whom I admired so 
much as the trial judge in all the graft conspiracy cases grow- 



209 




Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 



ing out of the Ferguson-O'Hara grand jury investigation in 
Detroit a few years ago. 

"Milt is an ensign now," he said. "A Navy guy. Sure like to 
see him for a few minutes. Like to tell him how our wounded 
can take it." 



Sometimes, it seems, the most painful word in our language 
is goodbye. So many millions of our boys have said goodbye 
to the home folks. In the combat zone, somebody is always 
taking off and leaving old friends behind. 

After the nine weeks with the fighting 32nd Division, it was 
hard to say goodbye. For the Red Arrow boys are some of 
the grandest fellows in the world. 

I saw them in action in one of their toughest operations in 
three years of fighting, the rough scrap on the Villa Verde 
Trail. It was a slugging match in the mountains at close-up 
with the Japs. The Red Arrow boys did so many incredible 
things in the Caraballo Mountains. Even the routine on the 
Villa Verde was amazing. 

I lived and slept, groused and exulted with these veterans. 
I sweated out the Jap snipers with them on the Villa Verde, 
and later I swam in the surf of the Pacific with resting vet- 
erans. Heard their laughter. Felt their gayety. Saw them dis- 
card the grimness of war at play like you would change your 
clothes back home. 

And so as you go along at war, you make friends, quickly 
because the dreadful continuity of war brings a fast mutuality 
of interest. I made a lot of friends. 

But a war correspondent is a lonesome guy. Just when he 
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is comfortable, just when he is surrounded by GPs and offi- 
cers whom he likes, he must take off. It's one of those things. 
The war in the Pacific is so vast, great distances have been re- 
duced to whistle stops on the airship routes, and there are so 
many combat zones calling. They always haunt you. 

It was toughest of all saying goodbye to Maj. Gen. W. H. 
Gill, the commander of the Ked Arrow. On the surface he 
seems like the hard-boiled leader of a hard-boiled division. 
But he is a very human guy with a vast understanding of 
people, their dreams, their ambitions, their illusions. There 
really wasn't very much to say. 

At the last moment, he gave me a copy of the Red Arrow's 
historical pamphlet, "13,000 Hours of Combat." I had wanted 
one. But only a few copies were printed. They were scheduled 
to go to the relatives of the dead and to the wounded who had 
been evacuated to the states. 

"You might look on page three," Gen. Gill said in his quiet 
voice. "I took the liberty of writing something for you." 

Well, hell, I read it and re-read it. I knew he meant every 
word of it. There is no fake in Gen. Gill. He wrote things that 
put a quick catch in your throat. So I sent the pamphlet home 
to my two boys. It was like that. 

The last night I was with the Red Arrow it rained, as only 
it can rain in the Orient. The USO was putting on Oklahoma 
up ahead. I had seen it twice, but I started out in my bat- 
tered jeep, the one Lt. Verne G. Jubenville, of 5346 Burns 
avenue, Detroit, named The Amphibious Mouse Trap. 

So I ran a hitch-hiker's special for the GPs for the 20-mile 
trip to see Oklahoma. It was a lot of fun. We were all soaked 
to the skin. But they wanted to see Oklahoma in the rain and 
they saw it. 

I stopped at the Dew Drop Inn in a little town to get in 
out of the rain. There I met Sergt. Fred L. Gilliland, Jr., of 
2942 Cass avenue, Detroit. 
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He had been fighting with the 3rd Battalion of the 128th 
Infantry, with a rifle squad, on the Villa Verde. Fred is a 
first class fighting man and a pretty swell gent. As he took off 
in the rain, finally, he shouted through the downpour, "See 
you in Detroit — keep your head down!" 

A little later I picked up Pfc. Karl R. Hauter, 18269 Rob- 
son avenue, Detroit, a machine gunner who had fought at 
Balete Pass with the 33rd Infantry Division. The rain was 
streaming down his face as he got in the jeep, but it couldn't 
hide the big grin as we talked about things back home. 

So the next day, when I was scheduled to take off, the divi- 
sion did another nice thing. The Amphibious Mouse Trap had 
to be brought back to the Red Arrow. So, Corp. Thaddeus 
Kziazek (and you guessed it, of 4628 Plumer avenue, Detroit), 
a cavalry recon veteran of 39 months overseas, was assigned 
to make the 8-hour trip. 

No ride could be dull with Teddy. He was out in the Jap 
lines with the recon only recently. Two riflemen were taken 
sick. Teddy was given the job to get them into our lines. He 
got them in. But it took four days. Twice they were ambushed 
by the Japs. But they took to "the bush," and hiked their way 
through the mountains. 

Some of the Filipino roads were tough. We hit an over- 
grown boulder and knocked a hole in the oil pan. So we 
dropped into the 289th Ordnance Company. 

The Detroit boys overseas always take care of their own. 
Sergt. Bruce H. Van Tifflin, 12820 Appoline avenue, Detroit, 
an ordance mechanic, worked two hours under the jeep get- 
ting it ready to run again. 

Up came two other Detroiters — Sergt. Antonio J. Vogliano, 
244 East Grande avenue, Highland Park, and Pfc. George 
Aprahamian, 16532 Parkside avenue, both mechanics — to give 
Sergt. Van Tifflin some good natured advice. 

That night Teddy and I went to the Club Ciro, where they 
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have a hot dance band and serve a drink called Gimlet at 
Two Dollars a throw just to keep in practice with hitting the 
liberators of the Philippines with a peso-edged hatchet. 

We met up with six rough and-tumble guys from the 11th 
Airborne, in Manila on a three-day pass after making a jump 
at Apari. Rugged guys, the airborne. They had the orchestra 
working overtime on their favorite song. 

It was, "Don't Fence Me in." 



With the 32d Infantry Division in Northern Luzon, Sept. 2 
At 0800 this morning, after 41 months of fighting, veteran 
infantrymen of the 32d (Eed Arrow) Division got their first 
glimpse of the man who had been their toughest adversary, 
Lieutenant General Tomoyuki Yamashita, Supreme Japanese 
commander in the Philippines. 

At exactly 0800 General Yamashita, his onetime 200 pound 
bulk shrunken to 165 pounds, delivered himself smiling to a 
24-man honor guard from I Company on the 32d's 128th In- 
fantry Regiment at an outpost three kilometers from Kiangan. 

Ten thirty found Yamashita sitting in a battered school- 
house at Kiangan while the representatives of his Emperor 
aboard the Battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay, were signing 
the terms of "unconditional surrender." It was the "Tiger of 
Malaya" himself who, three and a half years ago at the fall of 
Singapore, first used the term, "unconditional surrender," in 
the Pacific War. The man to whom he dictated those terms, 
General Perceval, was standing at General MacArthur's elbow 
on the Missouri. 

The man who had directed stubborn Japanese mountain 
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defenses on Leyte and Luzon was smiling and pleasant as he 
turned himself and his staff over to the 32d honor guard. The 
General and his 11 companions were standing on a hilltop at 
a previously arranged rendezvous when Lieutenant Kussell 
Bauman, of Glen Beulah, Wise, and his veteran riflemen 
approached. 

Yamashita and his staff saluted. Lt. Bauman returned the 
salute and said, "I have the honor to inform you that I have 
been charged with seeing you and your party through our lines 
without hindrance, delay or molestation." 

Yamashita, who speaks no English, said through an inter- 
preter, "I want to tell you how much I appreciate the cour- 
tesy and good treatment you have shown us." He repeated this 
phrase often throughout the entire morning. 

Attired in a clean but worn uniform and wearing his sword 
and ribbons, the Japanese General appeared to be in good 
health in spite of his loss of weight. He puffed only slightly 
at the exertion of a three kilometer walk to the I Company 
Command Post in the schoolhouse at Kiangan. As he mopped 
his brow with an immaculate handkerchief, he revealed a 
shaven head. The route led over a rough mountain trail. All 
the officers wore their swords and decorations pinned on open- 
necked silk shirts. 

At I Company CP Yamashita was met by Colonel Ernest A. 
Barlow, of Salt Lake City, Utah, Chief of Staff of the 32d 
Division, and Lieutenant Colonel Alex Robinet, of Fort Thom- 
as, Kentucky, Commander of the 128th Infantry. 

The party was delayed for two hours at Kiangan while ve- 
hicles ploughed through washed-out roads to reach the group. 
It was during this time that the surrender pact was signed at 
Tokyo. Yamashita occupied himself eating Army K-rations 
with obvious enjoyment and signing short-snorter bills for GIs. 

Lieutenant General Muto, the "Tiger's" Chief of Staff, asked 
Colonel Barlow the significance of the Red Arrow insignia on 
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his shoulder. Colonel Barlow replied that it was the insignia 
of the 32d Division and that it symbolized the 32d ? s breaching 
of the Hindenburg Line in World War I. 

General Muto replied, "Yes, and the Yamashita Line in 
World War II." 

Yamashita and his party were driven to the First Battalion 
Command Post of the 128th for lunch and hence to the air- 
strip at Bagabag, where a C-47 transport was waiting to take 
the General and his staff to Baguio where formal surrender 
terms will be signed tomorrow at Camp John Hay. 

When the honor guard first met the J ap General this morn- 
ing, a Major Toguchi, who acted as courier for Yamashita, 
requested that a sedan chair be provided for the supreme com- 
mander. The request was refused by Captain Ray A. Glisson, 
of Washington, D.C., I Company Commander, who handled 
the arrangements for the 32d Division. 

Major Toguchi asked red-headed, blue-eyed Captain Glisson 
whether he was Irish. "Yeah," replied Glisson, "are you?" 

For the GIs of the 32d this was a great day. At long last the 
war had really ended for Red Arrow men as for everyone else. 
This Division fought its way from Buna in New Guinea to 
Luzon in the Philippines, amassing 654 days combat in World 
War II. These infantrymen had faced and defeated Yamashita 
first in Leyte's Ormoc Corridor and then again in 119 days of 
bitter fighting on Northern Luzon's Villa Verde Trail. 

The 32d killed more than 15,000 of Yamashita's troops in 
the Philippines fighting. They completely shattered the 
"Tiger's" Imperial First Division on Leyte. It was the 32d 
which had tracked the "scourge of the Philippines" to his end. 

Yamashita is surrendering an estimated 32,000 troops on 
Luzon. Ten thousand of these require medical care. The Jap- 
anese are being provided with equipment and medicines to set 
up their own hospital units under U. S. Army supervision. 
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